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My dear Digambar,

Recd, your P.C. today. | am glad you think
of coming here on the day. of his Honour’s visit to
our school. His honour visits the school on the
16th this month, i, e. 2 days after tomorrow at
8 O’ clock in the morning.
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Appointment of examiners is a confidential
matter and | am not expected to know the names of
examiners on various subjects, nor it is good to

have a desire to know things which are a secret to
any body.

Hope you are all right.

Yours aifly.
Nilakantha Das

Babu Digambar Rath

C/o Babu Madan Mohan Rath, B.A.L T,
Headmaster, High School

Chatrapur, (Ganjam).”
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“| have visited the Satyavadi School with
great interest. The School possesses many
remarkable features. It is managed by well
educated Oriyas who have realised the great
truth that spread of education amongst their
people can be effected on the surest and
soundest lines by persons, who are prepared
to make great sacrifice. If is obvious to me
that the school is backed by more than one
such devoted and enthusiastic youngman.
They have further realised that true education
is possible without expensive and luxurious
equipments, indeed such equipments are
rather a hindrance than an assistance to the
cause of the spread of education among an
essentially poor people. Indians in the old
days were accustomed to receive sound
education and culture without appreciable
expenditure of money, Under altered
conditions, that may no longer be possible,
but it can not be denied that many well
meaning people labour under uder the delusion
that expensive buildings and other like
agencies are essential for the spread of
education. The promoters of this school have
set a laudable example to the contrary. Their
ideals are high, they understand the value of
discipline and culture— mental, moral and
physical.  The result of their labour is likely
to be great for the very reason, that the
beginnings are so humble, [ can not but wish
that every village in Bengal should posssess a

genuine place of instruction like Satyabadi
School.”
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Akademy was newly formed and Pandit
Nilakantha became the First President. It is
said that Dr. Mahtab, the then Chief Minister
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Orissa, approached him and discussed about
the formation such an organisation. He also
asked him as to what would be the pay and
other emoluments for the President. Pandit
Nilakantha immediately retorted, ‘Do you
want me to take up a Govt. service, which |
have never done in my life ? You may have to
provide adequate number of staff for the
organisation. As per myself, 1 would only
require the departmental vehicle to attend
the meetings, etc.”

oMm) Ibid, P 56--“In fact, when one of his sons-in-
law Eng. M. S. Das sent letters from England
to Panditji’s daughter addressed as C/o.Padma
Bhusan Dr. Pandit Nilakantha Das, he advised
him through his daughter not to do so and
wrote that he was better known as Pandit

Nilakantha Das.”
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